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sometimes by his begs, Humayun appointed his infant son, Muh-
ammad Hakim,* to be the nominal Governor of Kabul with the
ever-faithful Munim Khan in actual control of administration,
and started with fanfare on his quest for the lost empire.
On 15 December 1554, the imperial army crossed the Indus.
Humayun was pleasantly surprised to find that in the plains of
northern Punjab the Afghan resistance was conspicuous by its
absence. The power vacuum resulting after the death in October
1553, of Sher Shah's son, Salim Shah, had not yet been filled.
From Bengal to the Punjab, the once homogeneous state was a
picture of bewildering confusion. The struggle for succession
paralyzed not only administration but also the Afghan will to
present a united front to the common enemy.**
First the Jhelum, and then the Chenab were crossed by the
Mughal army without meeting any armed opposition. It was un-
believable that an invading force reached the heart of the strate- *
gically important Punjab without firing a shot. "Delhi is now
ours," declared Humayun as he reached Kalanaur, a junction from
where one road led to Agra and the other to Lahore. Quickly
dividing the army into two self-contained fighting units, he sent
Bairam Khan to subdue Jullunder and Sirhind, and deputed Shah
Abul Ma'ali*** to capture Lahore. Both the generals found their
respective talks easier than expected, especially so Abul Ma'ali
who took the capital of Punjab in just over a week. The popula-
tion welcomed him with an unusual show of enthusiasm. In the
Mughal comeback, they saw an end to the state of lawlessness
that made life a nightmare. Humayun himself followed Abul
Ma'ali, and entered Lahore on 25 February 1555, with all the
majesty of a central Asian conqueror. Akbar rode by his father's
side when the royal party made its way to the main mosque for
thanksgiving prayers, A picture of regal poise and power, the
young prince remained in the centre of celebrations that followed.
* Muhammad Hakim was the son of Mah-Chuchak Begum.
*#The rule of Adil Shah was confined only to provinces east of the
Ganges. Delhi and the Doab were under Ibrahim Sur. Sikander Shah took
Punjab. Muhammad Khan Sur declared himself independent in Bengal, and
Daulat Khan became the ruler of Malwa.
***Abul Ma'ali, a handsome general of great talents, belonged to the cele-
brated family of the Sayids of Tabriz. A favourite of the Emperor,
Humayun often addressed him as "my son.'*